
 

We all get caught up in the busyness of the season. Making sure we have
the perfect gift, all the ingredients for Christmas cookies, and of course
untangling all the lights. It’s no surprise that we forget how blessed we
are and are overwhelmed this time of year. Maybe a little reminder is in
order.

Is there a single thing on your wish list that is a need instead of a want,
much like mine, I suspect not. I’m reminded with Winnie that her needs 

VINE &
BRANCHES

| D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2 |

Newsletter of Front Royal
Presbyterian Church

PASTOR'S CORNER

and wants are so simple, yet of course I, like
most animal lovers, go overboard with toys,
treats and yes... unnecessary Christmas
costumes. When, she would be perfectly happy
with just a stick, some kibble in her dish and
humans that love her. 

Her December is going to be very busy! She already spread the Good
News in the Christmas parade (even made quite a few people
nauseous/laugh as she thought the horse left her a present in the form of
a treat on the parade route.) She will be visiting Dinner Together, giving a
tour of the Thermal Shelter, share the good work of the Rotary with the
Doc Smith baskets and even help ring the Salvation Army bell. Each of
these will be shown on her Winnie Wednesday devotional videos- can be
found on FB and the website.

Winnie has been busy lately planning her Christmas, as I suspect
everyone else is as well. She spent a good bit of time writing her Winnie’s 
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Peace and Blessings, Pastor Carrie

Advent Ponderings for my dad for his birthday. You can find them online
on the website and on Facebook each day of December.

Winnie is in the true spirit of giving back this year and would love to have 
some help from the congregation. In the narthex, you’ll find donation
boxes, the week of Christmas, we will deliver the gifts around town for
the community. 

Humane Society – cat or dog food, cat litter, toys or treats
E. Wilson Morrison – new books for children
Blessing Boxes – canned and non-perishable goods, necessary items
for home.
Nursing Homes – items such as sudoku books, crossword puzzles,
playing cards.
Community First Responders – homemade cookies.

Often, I’m reminded in the simplest of ways how little we need and how
much others simply need to know that they are seen, appreciated, and
loved. 

I hope you will not only join us as we share the spirit in the community,
but also watch Winnie as she, in her crazy puppy dog way, spreads the
joy of Christmas.

Please join
us for our

annual
Christmas
in the Barn

on
December

24th at
3:30 pm! 

 RSVP
HERE.

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ejhpt2mr5d355d44&llr=r46chq8ab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ejhpt2mr5d355d44&llr=r46chq8ab


There will be no 
in-person Worship Service

on January 1, 2023

No live-stream or nursery/children's worship on Christmas Day.



Christmas Poinsettias are now available
for order! Donate poinsettias in memory,
honor, or celebration of a loved one and
help keep the sanctuary beautiful during
Advent. Place your order between now
and December 20th using the attached

form or by stopping by the church office. 
Thank you!

Please join us on Sunday,
December 11th at 10:30 am

for a Garland of Carols.

Please join us on Saturday, 
December 24th for Lessons and Carols 

with Communion at 7 pm.

$20.00 Each

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aa4ac22a5fac43-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aa4ac22a5fac43-2022


They are guests!  We are welcoming them 

Washing sheets and bedding on the weekends
Offer to assist with driving our guests from the gazebo downtown to the
church – 5:30-6:15 pm daily
Michelle Smeltzer will be letting me know as we move forward of
additional needs, if you have something you would like to do, I’m happy
to forward her contact information along.

The Thermal Shelter will open on 
December 17th and FRPC is blessed and 
honored to host our guests for the entire 
season. A few things to remember:

1.
with the radical hospitality we are called to 
give through commandments in scripture. 

   2. Our guests will be in the upstairs 
education rooms, the door will be locked 
to the church hallway, so there will be no 
access to the church building from the 
thermal shelter area. 

   3. We have worked diligently alongside the 
Thermal Shelter to provide safety for our guests, neighbors, and church
community. If you have any questions, concerns, or complaints, please
come directly to the staff of the church so that we can remedy the situation.
As we are all aware, gossip, rumors and the like will only spread false
information and ultimately harm everyone involved.

   4. If you would like to help … here are a few ways:

   5. The hours will be from 6 PM – 8 AM daily. There will always be two paid
staff members on site supervising and security cameras monitoring activity.

   6. Welcome our guests if you see them around the church, invite them to
join us for worship on Sundays at 10:30 am and make sure to visit with them
if you see them around town – what a wonderful thing it is often to just be
seen.



We have indeed been blessed! 
Looking into 2023, the ruling elders 
and staff want to send a thank you 
to all who have pledged and continue
to support the church and the work 
in the community.The budget will be 
available upon request, simply call 
the church office or contact Pastor 
Carrie. 

Anticipated Income: $288,158
Anticipated Expenses: $284, 364

Due to the generosity of the congregation through COVID, good stewardship from
staff and ruling elders, a PPE loan and a grace period of 3 months from paying the
pastor’s pension and benefits, we are able to reduce the amount taken from the
endowment in the coming year. This is truly a gift, as the stock market has been so
volatile, the endowment has not been producing as well as it has in the past. This
will allow us to maintain the balance so that future generations can continue to
worship, serve and join in fellowship here at FRPC.

Each year, we must remind ourselves that pledging isn’t just a means to an end
with the budget, but a faithful and generous action as we place our gifts in the
service of God. To that end, the endowment is both a blessing and a difficult thing
to manage.Ideally, we would like to be able to support our budget 100%, without
use of the interest from the endowment.This hasn’t been possible for many years,
but we are getting closer. The session asks that you prayerfully consider your
pledge, not based on the endowment income, but based on faith and your love for
the church and the God we serve. 

Please joins us for our Congregational
Meeting immediately following

Worship on Sunday, December 11,
2022. 

1.Presentation of the 2023 budget
2.Vote on new ruling elders – 

Jake Muscar and Usi Mix
3.Pastor’s Terms of Call



Babbling babies, praise music, full (almost) sanctuary and children singing – what
are you guys doing around here, it’s simply fantastic! The Facebook Live posts
have over 60 interactive views each Sunday and traffic to the website has
increased 500% each week.If you keep this up, I may have to find a quieter church!

I loved seeing the twins baptized, poor Pastor Carrie got the crying one and Usi is
such an amazing sister in Christ to Lynne and the kids – they and we are blessed.

My eyes just about popped out of my head, I was so excited to see Ron and Althea
in worship, they both look fantastic! I’m sure they would love a little help in the meal
area, nobody eats my cooking after the nasty rumor about bats spreading COVID,
so I’m hoping that you guys can step up and help.

The floors sparkle, windows shine, and the church decorations are absolutely
gorgeous! Thank you, Ann Daniels, for the wreaths on the doors and the worship
committee for coordinating the decorating. Thank you to the Scouts for the outdoor
lights and I am looking forward to seeing the luminaries on Christmas Eve.

What a fantastic float for the Christmas parade, I was trying to pop in for the parade,
but alas, I got a little shy when I saw that Winnie dog all dressed up in her
Christmas outfit – I didn’t have a thing to wear! The kids – Skylar, Connor, Christian,
Cecelia, Liam, Kellan, Callum, Kaleesi and Jamison were perfect representatives of
the church telling everyone Merry Christmas and handing out goodies to the town.
Thank you to Lee Bowen for driving and I even saw Bill Hall walking along sharing
the news! A huge shout out to Dee for coordinating and Lynne and family for putting
together 800 + goodie bags!

I loved Cookies and a Craft – and not only because they left some crumbs behind,
but because I love seeing the children in the church getting involved!I can’t wait to
see what they do next!
Merry Christmas everyone – thanks for welcoming me into the church for another
year. Babbette

Babbette's
Corner



You may give at our 10:30 am Sunday service.
You may drop a check by the church office.
You may mail a check.
You may give online                          - it is a safe and secure site and is deposited
into the church account.
You may sign up for auto pay through your bank.

We would ask that you take some time to consider your gift to the church to continue
to do the good work we have been called to do.

Unfortunately, many of our bills continue such as internet to broadcast services
online, utility bills, food for our many feeding ministries as well as paying our reliable
staff and maintaining the church building.
Please consider one of the many options of continuing your pledge, and if you are
able to,  give generously so that we might continue to feed and care for those among
us.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Carrie or our
church treasurer.

Members and friends of Front Royal Presbyterian Church can now make one-time or
recurring gifts directly on our church website. Stop worrying about weekly envelopes
or mailing in special donations or ministry program fees. Instead, give a gift at any
time (from any device that connects to the internet) using a current email and
checking account/credit card. It’s simple and secure. You can even turn your tithe into
an automatic gift that gives when and how often you’d like with your own online donor
account. Visit our website to see how easy it is!

 Tithes & Offerings

http://frontroyalpres.org/
mailto:treasurer@frontroyalpres.org
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/409690
http://www.frontroyalpres.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/409690


God is forever choosing ordinary people to do extraordinary things. Scripture makes
that truth abundantly clear.

God sends a shepherd boy, David, to fight the mighty Goliath. God dispatches
fishermen into the villages of Galilee to preach and to heal. God chooses a teenage girl
to deliver a savior to the world.
The first extraordinary thing that these ordinary people do is say yes. Each of them, like
Mary — “the servant of the Lord”—steps forward in faith, with a humble willingness to
serve.

Here at Front Royal Presbyterian Church, God’s call often comes as a request from a
pastor, or from a fellow member.

Will you volunteer at Dinner Together? Will you help in the nursery? Will you be a
liturgist? Will you join the choir?

With every faithful “yes,” the church sustains its ministries of worship and music,
outreach and education, pastoral care and fellowship. Together, we do extraordinary
things.

Today we have another request, for all fellow members and friends of this beloved
church.

Will you give?

Will you pledge your support to the ministries that God has called us to? Will you help
to make 2023 another extraordinary year for this community of faith?

Please prayerfully consider what you can afford to support our mission and ministries in
the coming year.

MAKE YOUR PLEDGE HERE

 

https://www.frontroyalpres.org/online-pledge
https://www.frontroyalpres.org/online-pledge
https://www.frontroyalpres.org/online-pledge


We are in need 3-4 volunteers to help prepare, warm, portion and pack 140
meals for delivery and pick-up. 3:30PM-5PM.

We are in need of 2-3 individuals willing to assist with handing out meals to
community members from 4:45PM-6:15PM 

We are in need of 2 delivery team(s) to complete delivery routes, 2 team(s) of 2. 
Delivery teams will deliver meals to our home-bound guests in Front Royal. Each
route takes between an hour to an hour and a half to complete. 
Please arrive at Front Royal First Baptist at 4:30PM to pick up meals and a
delivery route sheet.  

FRPC will NOT serve Dinner Together in November or December.  We will need
help with the areas listed below again in January 2023.  Thank you to everyone
who served in 2022!
Kitchen Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Delivery Volunteers: 

Cleaning products
New small appliances
New bed sheets
Personal hygiene items 

Ben Lacy Compassion Center
As a result of your donations, we have been able to provide 13 Welcome Home

Baskets to neighbors in our community emerging out of homelessness. The average
cost to assemble each one of these baskets, at full price without your donations of

new or lightly used items, is between 50-75 dollars each. With your help and
donations, we have been able to make the baskets for about 20-40 dollars each. 

 
We are seeking donations of:

Looking for other ways that you can help? Email us at missions@frontroyalpre.org.

Volunteers Needed

mailto:missions@frontroyalpres.org


Volunteers Needed

Backpack Buddies 
Backpack Buddies meet every Thursday to pack at 11 am.

What is needed for the month of December?

Fruit Snacks
As always, our goal for each item is to collect 90 servings! 

Donations can be dropped off at the church office. 
 

If you are interested in helping with Backpack Buddies, 
please email Karen.

REACH Bag Delivery: December 18th
Our next REACH food distribution will be 

Sunday, December 18th, immediately after the worship service.
Grab a bag or two at the REACH/Missions table right after

service and help deliver to those in need in our community! 
 If you would like to volunteer to deliver email us at

missions@frontroyalpres.org.

mailto:momof29093@outlook.com
mailto:missions@frontroyalpres.org


We have been having a fun time in children’s ministry! 

On November 27, we had our (soon to be annual) cookies and a craft with
Lynne. She had a wonderful turn out of 7 kids and it was a blast! We made
handprint trees and decorated cookies (then we ate the cookies and she sent
everyone home with a sugar rush). Look forward to having another one in
January!! 

In the nursery, Lynne has been only having the twins lately but she’s really
hoping to get some more kiddos soon since the parade was such a huge
success! Also, we are trying to get a volunteer list ready for the new year, so if
you are interested in helping please let lynne know when you’d be available to
help. She’s also looking for someone to help Kara Logan during our Christmas
Eve service because Lynne will be in PA celebrating with her family. There will
be no nursery for Christmas Day service. 

Miss Ava has been very busy with the kiddos and also making a brand new
children’s worship room! The kids are learning all about advent and are
learning the advent song to hopefully sing for you all very soon! Her room is
next to the Ben Lacy Compassion Center so please don’t be shy and go see
what she’s done with the place (it looks awesome)!

As everyone knows we had an amazing turnout for the Christmas parade on
December 3! We had a bunch of kiddos involved and they got to throw out
magnets inviting everyone to our church and our Christmas in the Barn and
candy that Lynne, Christian, and Johnny were able to put together in just 2
short days!  We rode the float, walked, and jammed out to Christmas music!
The weather ended up being absolutely perfect!  Thank you to Dee, the
Logan’s, Ruth, and Lee for helping decorate the float and making it look
wonderful! Thank you to the Mix’s, the Logan’s, Lynne, and Ruth for letting us

Children's Ministry



Children's Ministry
 borrow all the kids (even the babies) to make the parade a success! Thank you
to Pastor Carrie, Mike, and Winnie for also being there and joining in the fun
with us!! And a huge thank you to Lee for letting us borrow his truck and trailer
and driving us and giving us power for our lights on the float. Without him, we
definitely wouldn’t have been able to even be in the parade!! We’ve included
photos of the parade for you to enjoy! 

That’s all the latest information from our children’s corner! Be on the lookout for
events coming in January for all the kids to attend!!



Children's Ministry

There will be no
Nursery or 

Children's Service on 
Christmas Day.



Happy Advent! The choir has been preparing our annual Advent service of
music for December 11. This year we will present A Garland of Carols,
which is organized around the candles on the Advent wreath: Hope, Peace,
Joy, Love, & Christ. Most of us are at least somewhat familiar with the
Advent wreath, but how often do we take the time to think about how much
we need each of the gifts of Advent represented by these candles?
Perhaps only in times of distress do we realize our need for hope; in times
of stress, our need for peace; in times of sorrow, our need for joy; and
when facing strife, our need for love. I need not remind you of the
adversities of our day, so suffice it to say, I think we are all very aware of
our need for the Advent wreath's gifts this year, especially joy. Since
December 11 is the third Sunday in Advent, the focus is on Joy, and much
of the music for this service will be joyous in nature. Please plan to join us
as we joyously watch for the coming of our long-awaited Messiah. 
Blessings on your Advent journey!

Music News

Heather



4-Isabelle Evans
23- Lisa Venable

24- Rachel DuMez
26-Molly Llewellyn

29- Alex DuMez

28- George & Karen McIntyre
30- Alex & Debbie DuMez

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=ZnJvbnRyb3lhbHByZXNieXRlcmlhbmNodXJjaEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=frontroyalpresbyterianchurch%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


Easily tithe with online
 donations and no longer
 worry about envelopes.

FRONT ROYAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
115 Luray Avenue                 
Front Royal, VA 22630   
PHONE:(540) 635-3894       
FAX: (540) 635-8585
                                             
EMAIL:                                 
admin@frontroyalpres.org
Pastor Carrie:
pastor@frontroyalpres.org

Front Royal Presbyterian Church
115 Luray Ave.
Front Royal, VA 22630
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/115+Luray+Ave,+Front+Royal,+VA+22630/@38.9171412,-78.199464,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b5c5d9e56566dd:0x2dfaff7db8bb4bd0!8m2!3d38.9171412!4d-78.1972753
https://www.google.com/maps/place/115+Luray+Ave,+Front+Royal,+VA+22630/@38.9171412,-78.199464,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b5c5d9e56566dd:0x2dfaff7db8bb4bd0!8m2!3d38.9171412!4d-78.1972753
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