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Is Racism the original sin of the United States?

• Original Sin • Actual Sin





• Anyone who hates a brother or sister is in 
the darkness.  They do not know where 
they are going, because the darkness has 
blinded them.   1 John 2:11

• Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, 
for you were foreigners in Egypt. Exodus 
22:21

• There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
Galatians 3:28

Martin Luther King Jr. famously said in 1963,
“It is appalling that the most segregated 

hour of Christian America is eleven o’clock on 
Sunday morning.”



Biblical Roots of Racism

• When the Northern and Southern Baptists split in 1845 over the 
issue of slavery, Southern Baptists were using an obscure 
reference in Genesis to justify owning slaves — the so-called 
“Mark of Cain.” In Genesis 4, we read of God placing a visible 
“mark” of some sort on Cain for murdering his brother and lying 
about it when God asked what had happened. As early as the fifth 
century, Cain’s curse was interpreted as black skin, and millions of 
Christians have used it to justify slavery.

• A bit later in Genesis, we read of Noah cursing his son Ham, 
declaring that his offspring would henceforth serve those of his 
brothers. The “Curse of Ham” was another Biblical justification for 
slavery. One particularly disturbing appeal to the Bible argued that 
Noah and his family on the ark were all white, so any blacks on the 
ark must have been among the animals.

• Christian slave owners in the United States operated within a 
tradition that provided biblical justification for owning slaves in the 
same way that one owned horses. The arguments were varied: The 
Ten Commandments instruct us not to “covet our neighbor’s 
manservant (= slave),” but make no comment about our neighbor 
owning a slave in the first place. We are also told not to covet his 
donkey. The great patriarch Abraham — Kierkegaard’s “Knight of 
Faith” — owned slaves. The apostle Paul returned a runaway slave 
to his master. Jesus did not condemn the widespread slavery in the 
Roman world. If slavery was wrong, why does the Bible not 
condemn it?
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Massive Resistance

“If we can organize the 
Southern States for massive 

resistance to this order, I think 
that in time the rest of the 

country will realize that racial 
integration is not going to be 

accepted in the South”
Harry Byrd

United States Senator from Virginia

February 1956



1958
Lawsuit was filed against the 
state to force integration of the 
Warren County Schools by 
James Kilby

1954 
Brown Verses the Board of 
Education ruled “Separate but 
Equal” was unconstitutional

Yet Warren County Black students 
were forced to attend black only 
schools in Culpepper and Prince 

William County.



Massive  Resistance in 
Virginia

Warren County High School was the first Virginia school 
forced to close by Governor James Lindsay Almond

All white students found alternative means of education 
including white only schools found in churches and town 
owned property.

February 18, 1959 the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals 
ordered Warren County High School to be re-opened.

February 18, 1959, the Warren County 23 walked up the hill 
to the Warren County High School, no other white students 
attended the school that year in order to avoid integration.



• In 2009, the true history of 
school integration was 
included in Warren County 
curriculum

• One college student learned 
of the town’s past in her 
college class and was visibly 
“embarrassed and upset” that 
she was never told the true 
story.

• "Even now when I go to my 
class reunions, there's still 
some to this day that will not 
come because I'm there," 
Freeman said.
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